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VIRGIN FOREST OF UHOLKA

The fungus Trametes gibbosa on a beech tree Aesculapian snake 
The rare Aesculapian snake (Elaphe longissima)
can be found in Uholka. It is non-poisonous,
and may grow up to 2 metres long, which makes
it the largest snake in the Carpathians. One of
the Aesculapian snake’s specialities is climbing
bushes and trees using the special scales it has
on its belly. This means that it not only feeds on
its main prey, i.e. rodents, lizards, snakes and
amphibians, but it can also catch birds. Before
swallowing its victim, the snake strangles it,
which is why this species is often called “the
Carpathian boa”.

Wolf (Canis lupus)
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steeply. After several hundred meters you
will catch a first glimpse of a lonely rockface,
Velyka Kopytsya (Big Haystack), which is 70
m from top to bottom. The only way to get to
the summit is along a narrow path on the
western slope of the rockface, but it is only
suitable for the sure-footed. It is well worth
the climb, however, as there is a marvellous
view over the whole area from the top. The
summit itself is a very special stony garden,
where, within a very small area, a number of
rare and interesting plant species grow. 

After the rockface the path continues and
very soon comes back to the intersection
where the path divided. From here it is not
far to get back to the checkpoint.

European brown bear (Ursus arctos)

The poisonous Russian belladonna (Scopolia carniolica) 



FURTHER INFORMATION

Visiting Uholka’s Virgin Forests
To visit Uholka’s virgin forests you need a  ticket,
which you can buy at the local CBR office in
Kitcherely (Mala Uholka). There are some
park ing and camping areas at the park en -
trance, as well as a few rooms to rent and places
to eat. Please contact the CBR headquarters in
Rakhiv (see below) before your arrival.

Guided Tours in the Virgin Forests
The CBR offers guided tours with scientists to
the different virgin forests. At the Headquarters
in Rakhiv you may visit the “Museum of
 Mountain Ecology and History of Nature Use in
the Carpathians”.
Carpathian Biosphere Reserve CBR, 
Krasne Pleso Street 77, P. O. Box - 8, 
UA-90600 Rakhiv, Ukraine
Tel: +38 0313 22 21 93
Fax: +38 0313 22 26 32
cbr@rakhiv.net.ua
http://cbr.nature.org.ua

Transcarpathian Tourist Information
Transcarpathian Tour Information Centre
15 Zhupanatska Square, Uzhhorod 
Tel: +38 0312 61 66 69
Zakarpattya Hotel, Uzhhorod 
Tel: +38 0312 67 13 70
E-mail: office@tourinform.org.ua
Internet: http://www. tourinform.org.ua

Tourism Information Centre “Hutsul Svitlytsya”
Myru Street, 42, Rakhiv 
Tel: +38 0313 22 13 45
E-mail: contact@rakhiv-tour.info
Internet: http://www.rakhiv-tour.info

Public transport
The best way to reach the Uholskyi Massif of
the Carpathian Biosphere Reserve is by taxi.

You can also get to Mala Uholka by bus (depar-
ture 3 p.m.) or route taxi (private mini-bus,
 departure 11:50 a.m. and 5 p.m.) from Tyachiv,
but only on workdays. There is also a private
bus to Velyka Uholka. Private buses and taxis
depart from Koshuta Street 90, opposite the
 orthodox church. Tyachiv is accessible by train
from Uzhhorod or by bus from Uzhhorod,
 Mukachevo, Rakhiv or Ivano-Frankivsk.

Maps
Maps can be obtained from the tourist infor-
mation centres in Uzhhorod and Rakhiv as well
as in bookstores (e.g. “Kobzar” bookstore,
 Uzhhorod).
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Nature Guide to the Largest Virgin
Beech Forest of Europe. A UNESCO
World Heritage Site

Europe’s largest virgin beech forest is located
in the Transcarpathian region of Ukraine in the
geographical heart of the continent. It con -
stitutes a natural heritage of worldwide sig -
nificance and is today part of the Carpathian
Biosphere Reserve, together with other virgin
forests. Far from the noise of planes and light
pollution, you can find here many tranquil
spots, an authentic rural way of life and above
all lots of “pure nature”.

In 2007 the primeval beech forests of the
 Carpathians (Ukraine, Slovakia) were added to
UNESCO’S World Heritage list.

Since 1999 the Carpathian Biosphere Reserve
(CBR) and the Swiss Federal Institute for
 Forest, Snow and Landscape Research (WSL)
have been jointly analysing the structure and
biodiversity of the virgin forest of Uholka.

The production of this brochure was funded
by the Swiss National Science Foundation
(SCOPES Institutional Partnership).




